Spotlight: Museums and other cultural institutions are closed, but many have their doors open online. C1 
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Seniors adjust to new normal 


By Theresa Walker 
thwalker@scng.com 
@TellTheresa on Twitter 


Most days, before the pan- 
demic, Norma More, 94, and Bar- 
bara Radovan, 92, could make 
their way down the elevator from 
their second-floor apartments to 
catch the bus for lunch at the 
nearby senior center. 

The sisters have been next-door 
neighbors in one of the gated se- 


MORE COVERAGE ON A7 


a What to know about California’s 
mortgage relief offers. 

= 4,0OO00LAX concession workers 
seek financial aid amid crisis. 


= Southern California may lose 
$10,000 per household. 


nior apartment towers at Lei- 
sure World Seal Beach for about 
three years, since Radovan was 
widowed and sold her home in 


Oceanside. More has been in Lei- 
sure World for 20 years. 

Their weekday trips to the 
Lunch Café program for seniors 
were as much about socializing as 
food. But a little over a week ago, 
when the state essentially shut 
down and public gatherings were 
temporarily called off, the sisters 
— along with tens of thousands 
of older people in Orange County 
— had to give up their social 
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Fernando Barona 
and Chuncha 
Seraphine get 
food from Meals 
on Wheels Orange 
County's Maricela 
Saldago, right, 

at Brookhurst 
Community 
Center in 
Anaheim. 
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Hot spots 
Increase 

in middle 
of America 


Rural areas, ski resorts 
hit as virus marches on 


By Kat Stafford 
and Martha Irvine 
The Associated Press 


DETROIT » The novel coronavirus 
continued its unrelenting spread 
across the United States, with fa- 
talities doubling in two days and 
authorities saying Saturday that 
an infant who tested positive had 
died. It pummeled big cities like 
New York, Detroit, New Orleans 
and Chicago, and made its way, 


ES f uN Ww too, into rural America as hot 
MINDY SCHAUER HOTOGRAPHER spots erupted in small Midwest- 
Employees at AST Sportswear in Brea switch from making T-shirts to making masks to meet the coronavirus demand on Tuesday. ern towns and Rocky Mountain 


MASK BRIGADE — 


Elsewhere, Russia announced a 
Volunteers, factory chief rally to produce gear for medical workers amid outbreak 


full border closure while in parts 
of Africa, pandemic prevention 
measures took a violent turn, 
with Kenyan police firing tear 
gas and officers elsewhere seen on 
video hitting people with batons. 
Worldwide infections surpassed 
VIRUS » PAGE 10 


By Jeff Collins 
JeffCollins@scng.com 
@RegJeffCollins on Twitter 


Coronavirus 

making child 
custody cases 
more difficult 


A Brea T-shirt factory was humming last 
week as 150 workers labored at sewing ma- 
chines or boxed up products for shipping. 

But AST Sportswear wasn’t making T- 
shirts, its usual ware. Instead, its workers 
were making face masks for health profes- 
sionals dealing with the novel coronavirus. 

Chief Operating Officer Abdul Rashid 


said he ordered his Brea factory to shift pro- By Keith Sharon 
duction to masks from T-shirts after seeing ksharonascng com 


desperate appeals for protective equipment 


@KeithSharonOC on Twitter 
on the news. tea a CaCI 


“T said, ‘Well, I’ve got a factory. I have a 
lot of capacity. Let’s make some masks, 


Rashid recalled. 


Within days, the cavernous Imperial Bou- 


299 


The call went to the police. A 
father had kidnapped his daugh- 
ter. 

The allegation prompted a fam- 


levard factory had shipped 10,000 multilay- ily law court in Los Angeles to 

ered cloth face masks to hospitals, nursing hold an emergency hearing last 

homes and retirement centers in Southern PAUL BERSEB ACH — STAF FPHOTOGRAPHER week. 

California, Connecticut, Illinois, New Jer- Jill Brubaker shows one of the protective face shields that she, along with friends and Here’s the problem: No kidnap- 

sey, Tennessee and Texas. family members, are making in Mission Viejo, on Tuesday. ping had taken place. The father, 
Elsewhere last week, stitchers and quil- who lives in Hemet, had half-time 

ters from Long Beach to Murrieta were busy custody rights. He had kept his 


at sewing machines or in cobbled together “There’sa shortage of face shields and masks daughter past the time the girl’s 
assembly lines making cloth masks and vi- 7 7 mother had expected her home. 
nyl face idd: for healt care workers A globally. And yes, we are facing it locally. The issue fa out to fe that 
ning short of supplies. Everybody has the same goal. To protect the father had the right to keep 


Like the Cajun Navy boat owners who providers so they can care for the patients.” her for two consecutive weeks 


volunteered to rescue Louisiana hurricane when she was out of school. The 
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